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AGENDA ITEM: Young Adult Services

ISSUE TO COME BEFORE THE BOARD AT THIS MEETING: Future direction(s)
for Young Adult Services.

GENERAL OVERALL PROGRAM UPDATES:

In August 1999, the Library of California Board adopted a motion “to pursue a
legislative vehicle(s) to implement a statewide Young Adult Services Program
based on a program design that was initially adopted by the Board in August
1998.”  Since the last Board meeting, the following activities have occurred:

AB 2486 BACKGROUND INFORMATION

On February 24, 2000, Assemblymember Carl Washington (52nd District), a
member of the Assembly Select Committee on Adolescence, introduced AB 2486
to create the “Youth Development and Mentoring Program.” A copy of the most
recently amended version of the bill is appended (Exhibit A).

Sponsored by the Library of California Board, endorsed by the California Library
Association, the California School Library Association and approved by the
California Department of Education, the bill is based on the program design that
was initially adopted by the Board in August 1998.

According to the bill, the State Librarian shall award grants to public libraries that
provide services to youth, including but not limited to occupational and post-
secondary education information, a homework center, a mentoring center, and a
resources clearinghouse providing information regarding local after school
programs and activities for youth.  * $2.5 million is appropriated from the General
Fund to the State Librarian for the purpose of allocating funds on a grant award
basis to public libraries.  The bill passed out of the Assembly to the Senate on May
31, 2000 by a vote of 55-20.

* July 6, 2000 version

RECOMMENDED MOTION FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE BOARD: I
move that the Library of California Board reaffirm its’ commitment to implement a
statewide Young Adult Services Program based on the program design that was
initially adopted by the Board in August 1998 by pursuing a variety of vehicles that
may include but may not be limited to: legislative vehicle(s); dialogue with the
governor’s office and/or other vehicle(s) as appropriate.
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AB 2486 HEARINGS

AB 2486 was heard by the Senate Appropriations Committee on Monday, August
7, 2000 and was placed on the Appropriations suspense file.

Testimony was provided by: Susan Steinhauser (Library of California Board);
Richard Killian (Library Director, Sacramento Public Library).  Also in attendance
were Christina Dillon (representing CLA); Monique le Conge (Library Director,
Benicia Public Library); Deborah Graf (Library Director, Yuba County Library);
Tina Hester (Delta Kappa Gamma Sorority); Sally Tuttle (Library of California
Board).  The bill will be heard by Senate Appropriations on Friday, August 25,
2000.

AB 2486 was heard by the Senate Appropriations Committee on Friday, August
25, 2000 and was passed by a vote of 8-4.  AB 2486 was heard by the Senate on
Wednesday, August 30, 2000 and was passed by a vote of 29-9.  The bill was
enrolled and sent to the Governor’s office on Tuesday, September 12, 2000.

AB 2486 OUTCOME

On September 7, 2000, the President of the Library of California Board sent a
letter to the Governor requesting him to sign AB 2486 (Exhibit B).  In addition,
numerous letters were forwarded from the library community and from public
safety officials.

On September 30, 2000, the Governor returned AB 2486 without his signature
(Exhibit C).  Neither of the bills/statutes cited in the Governor’s veto message
provide funding for public libraries to serve young adults ages 13-18.
Clarification has been sought by the author of the bill.

RELATED ISSUE TO COME BEFORE THE BOARD IN THE FUTURE:
Updates on activities by Board members and staff.

Relevant Committee:  Access Services
Staff Liaison:  Bessie Condos Tichauer
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